GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



Washington, D.C. 20405 

September 2k, 1968 


Mr. Bernard Fens terwald, Jr. 

Chief Counsel 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Fenstervald: 

This is in reply to your letter of September 9 , concerning the records 
of the Warren Commission. 

The individual documents of the Commission as a whole are not catalogued. 
The cataloguing, listing, or indexing of individual documents is too 
time-consuming for our staff to undertake for the many groups of records 
of the Federal Government in our custody. We are preparing an inventory 
of the records of the Commission which will describe the records by ser- 
ies of documents but not by individual documents'. It is hoped that this 
inventory will be completed and made available to the public in process- 
ed form in about six months. 

Enclosed are copies of the file classification manual of the Commission 
and an explanatory memorandum which show the arrangement of the records 
of the Commission in nine subject-numeric categories and by file titles 
u nde r those categories. The manual and the memo randum are available to 
the public In our research rooms, and copies are available at our usual 
prices. Also av a i l able to researchers in the records of the Commission 
are the following indexes or lists: (l) a "relative index" to the file 

classification scheme which lists the file subjects alphabetically, (2) 
an Inventory mf the co nte n t s nf the radio .tape recordings among the re- 
cords of the C umm l s alo n, (3) indexes at the beginning or end of most of 
the larger Commission documents, and (If) two card indexes to the Secret 
Service reports in the, Commission documents. There is also an "incoming 
mail log" which has not been made available for research because its 
potential value to researchers appears to be small in relation to the 
amount of work which would be necessary to declassify it. 

We make available the Report and Hearings of the Commission, supplement- 
ed by a Subject Index to the Warren Report and Hearings & Exhibits (Few 
York: • The Scarecrow Press, 1900 ) to researcners who wish to use these . 
publications. The tables of contents of the Hearings volumes maybe con- 
sidered a catalogue of the transcripts of testimony and the exhibits on 
which the Commission based its conclusions. A list of other evidence 
accumulated for the Commission's investigation is published in 31 Federal 
Register 13968- 1397^. All of these publications are believed to be avail- 
able in larger public libraries in the United States. 


Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



The material filed under the subject categories in the File Classifica- 
tion Manua l has been physically divided into one lot vhich is available 
upon request and another lot vhich is unavailable, except the material 
filed under "Key Persons" and "Other Individuals and Organisations Involv- 
ed or Interviewed. " The material filed in the name files under these two 
categories is- voluminous and consists of material vhich is duplicated in 
the other seven categories. We are "Screening" the material under these 
two categories and making it available as ve receive requests for the in- 
dividual name files. This .is in accordance with our usual procedure with 
records vhich include classified or restricted material. 

The material in the "Coding Correspondence Cross Reference File" mention- 
ed in the expl ana tory memorandum has also been physically divided into 
one lot which is available upon request and another lot vhich is unavail- 
able. The "Reading File" duplicates the material in the "Coding Corre- 
spondence Cross Reference File" and has not been "screened." 

We shan be pleased to be of any further assistance to you in this matter. 



Diplomatic, Legal, and 


Fiscal Records Division 



Enclosures 






